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King series eyes DeSoto courthouse 
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By Patti Patterson 
The Commercial Appeal 


The DeSoto County court- 
house has been chosen for the 
filming of a television miniser- 
ies on a fictitious trial of convict- 
ed Martin Luther King assassin 
James Earl Ray. County supervi- 
sors have not decided whether 
they will rent space to an Eng- 
lish production company, 
though. 

Kenneth Herman, a Memphis 
private investigator, has re- 
quested the use of the courtroom 
for three weeks in March. Her- 
man said he represents Bill Pep- 
per, Ray’s attorney, who now 


lives in London. In a letter to 
county administrator Ken 
Murphree, Herman said the pro- 
duction company would need 
only one courtroom and that it 
would not interfere with court- 
house activities. 

The DeSoto County Board of 
Supervisors discussed the re- 
quest last week, but postponed a 
decision until they have heard 
court officials. Board President 
Eulo Loyd said he would not rec- 
ommend use of the courtroom 
unless it was agreeable with all 
judges, Chancery Clerk Sluggo 
Davis and Circuit Clerk Jeanette 
Martin. 

Ray, 61, is serving a 99-year 
sentence in the state prison nea 
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Petros. He pleaded pleaded" 
guilty in 1969 to the April 4, 1968, 
shooting death of Martin Luther 
King Jr. in Memphis. He recant- 
ed his confession, but courts 
have rejected his appeals for a 
trial. 

The film is going to be made as 
if the U.S. Supreme Court had or- 
dered a trial, Herman said. "We 
point fingers,” he said. ‘This 
movie is going to bring out the 
real facts." 1 . 

Herman is among those who 
think that Ray was framed. 

"We might be able to prove 
that to th e pu blic.” Herman sqj fT 


s about me only way to do it 
You can't do it through the 
courts.” 
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